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How Kent County Tackled Stormwater
Maintenance
By: Mary Ellen Gray, AICP
The management of stormwater ponds in
subdivisions and land developments has
traditionally been the purview of
homeowner associations and commercial
interests.
Homeowner associations
typically cut the grass around the ponds,
but other tasks such as the repair of eroded
banks or removal of obstructions from
outlets are generally not performed.
These tasks and other minor and major maintenance tasks, if not regularly
performed, can be costly and necessitate major renovations.
Continued on Page 8

Planning for a New High School:
Speak. . . But Don’t Forget Your Big Stick
By: Nicole Seymour
Tucked away at the edges of the
state’s capital, construction is
underway for the new Dover
High School to welcome
students in the fall of 2014.
Though this development will
be a place for students to not
only enhance their education
inside of the classroom while
also learning from one another outside of the classroom, the new Dover High
School has been a source of contention for state administrators and Dover’s
residents. Dealing with a large-scale development project comes with its
challenges, but city planners who learn how to master the art of communication,
tempered with firmness to ensure that developers follow the rule of law or a
municipality’s code, will win every time. In 1900, then governor of New York,
Theodore Roosevelt, while writing to Henry L. Sprague, New York assemblyman,
penned the infamous phrase, “Speak Softly and Carry a Big Stick”. It is important
for city planners to know their audience, but never doubt their professional opinion.
The City of Dover’s Planning and Inspection Department is led by a planner who
can attest to this assertion.
Continued on Page 5
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President’s Message
By: Bill Swiatek, AICP
President, APA Delaware
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It was good seeing some of you at the National APA
conference in Atlanta! The conference featured loads
of sessions and workshops, we approved a pair of new
APA policy guides – one on aging and another on
hazard mitigation – and we had a great sendoff for Paul
Farmer, FAICP. I hope many Delaware planners are
able to make it out to Seattle next year.
Thanks to the hard work of our Executive Committee, things are really coming
together for our regional conference in October. The two day conference,
cosponsored by Nemours and held jointly with APA Maryland, will feature three
tracks: Health, Revitalization and Sustainability. Five mobile workshops are
planned, along with new ethics skits from our "nationally famous" Planning
Thespians, and a mentor match workshop for our students and young planners.
The conference will feature three major speakers: Bill Anderson, FAICP, Chris
Leinberger, and June Williamson. Bill (President of APA/VP of AECOM and
expert on sustainable planning) and Chris (a real estate expert and one of the
nation’s most prominent land use thinkers) will be providing our lunch
presentations, as well as participate in sessions. June (a leading architect
specializing in retrofitting suburbs) will host an interactive design workshop and
present on her latest book, Designing Suburban Futures. Many thanks go to
David Edgell, AICP (Office of State Planning and Coordination) who was
instrumental in securing these three wonderful speakers.
A draft sketch of our conference is available in this issue, with more information
coming on our conference webpage. Just go to www.DelawareAPA.org.
Conference registration will open later this summer. While the rate will be more
affordable than in conferences past, the best rates will be reserved for APA
members who register early!
Beyond our conference, look for a preconference workshop on solar energy
(thanks to Tony Deprima, AICP, Delaware Sustainable Energy Utility and the
National Association of Regional Councils) in the coming months and some
networking events. For those long-range planners out there, note that our Annual
Meeting will be on December 9 at Frazier’s Restaurant in Dover.
As always, let me know if you have any ideas for ways to improve our Chapter,
or you have any ideas for a speaker at the Annual Meeting. Have a great
summer!
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An Interview with
Delaware’s Newest AICP
By: James Galvin, AICP
I sat down with Josh Thomas, AICP on May 23. It was
the first time I had a chance to talk at length with him
about his experience taking the AICP Certification
Exam in November 2013. Josh is a member of the
Department of Planning in the Delaware Department of
Transportation (DelDOT). He is part of the Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) group for the Department
and has been involved in its aviation planning
responsibilities.
Josh had been interested in becoming certified since he
began working as a planner. But, as he said, “..there’s
never going to be a right time to take the test…”.
Between starting a new family and the additional
responsibilities at the department, he found the time to
complete the application to document his readiness to
take the certification exam. Josh graduated from
Salisbury University Geography in Geosciences
Department with a Bachelor’s degree. He has worked
at DelDOT for over six years, more than enough time
to meet the requirements of education and experience
to take the exam. (To be eligible for the AICP exam, a
planner must have at least four years experience with
“any other postgraduate, graduate, or undergraduate
degree.”)
Josh began studying for the certification exam in
earnest after his application was accepted. Josh
concentrated his studies on areas of the profession that
he wasn’t involved in every day. He did some, but not
all, of the reading material cited by the APA. He found
the online resource at planningprep.com offered study
guidance as well as practice tests.
Continued on Page 7

APA Board Update
Summer 2014
By: Rodger Lentz, AICP
Board Director from Region 2
Another successful
national conference is
behind us. It was nice to
have planners visit the
southeast and see some of
the wonderful work going
on in this part of the
country. APA Georgia
did an outstanding job as
our host! I heard
wonderful comments from friends and colleagues about
the progress Atlanta has made and continues to make to
become a more livable city. Atlanta’s work in housing,
revitalization, brownfields, health and of course their
signature project, The Atlanta BeltLine is impressive.
Learn more about the BeltLine project at BeltLine.org.
For the conference I spent a lot of time thinking about
the link between our health and the built environment.
This was reinforced by our opening keynote delivered
by Acting Surgeon General, Rear Admiral Boris
Lushniak. An outstanding and engaging speaker,
Lushniak made a clear case why the work of planners
and public health are intertwined. The built
environment is what motivates us to exercise as part of
our daily routine or get in the car. He encouraged all of
us to consider and measure the impact of projects on
human health. A few resources offered included the
National Prevention Strategy and Building Bridges
between Public Health and Community Design.

Continued on Page 4
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Board Update, continued from Page 3
APA released the results of its second national poll that
helps us make the case that planning and economic
development is tied together. The report, “Investing in
Place: Two Generations View on the Future of
Communities”, like the 2012 national poll, makes the
case that good planning leads to great communities that
people want or aspire to move to. One highlight from the
poll shows that the majority of people want to live in a
walkable environment and feel that investments in
quality of life amenities and schools will lead to greater
economic prosperity rather than the traditional industrial
tax incentives widely used today. Planning.org has
resources you can use including the report, presentation,
info graphic and more. I encourage you to share this
information with business and civic organizations and
your councils and planning boards.
Atlanta was also the final National Planning Conference
for Paul Farmer, FAICP as APA’s Executive Director.
Paul has done a wonderful job leading our organization
and building the APA brand for the last 13 years. With
his retirement, the APA Board and AICP Commission
stayed in Atlanta a couple of extra days to interview final
candidates and choose the new Executive Director for
our association. This wrapped up a 6 month process in
surveying members and staff, developing a position
profile, recruiting, narrowing the applicant pool, and
conducting interviews. In the end, the unanimous choice
of the board was James Drinan, J.D., a seasoned
Association Executive Director. To learn more about Jim
and the board’s appointment please see our press release
at Planning.org.
In July, the APA Board and AICP Commission will
spend four days in Chicago planning the future of our
association. This will be a time of developing strategy
and new direction with staff and our new Executive
Director. I am really looking forward to these

conversations. While I have been able to reach out to
chapter presidents in our region by phone, I would love
to hear any ideas or suggestions you have to continue
building the APA and AICP brand. What can your
association do to help you as a practicing planner,
elected official, or planning board member? Feel free
to e-mail your thoughts to me at rhlentz@mac.com.
I hope each of you have an outstanding summer! If I
am not at the office you can find me at Cherry Grove
Beach in South Carolina or on the Pamlico Sound here
in North Carolina.

Acting Surgeon General Boris Lushniak
speaking at the National Planning Conference
in Atlanta

Third Thursday Networking Event
Thursday, July 17
5 PM – 7 PM at the Iron Hill Brewery
Wilmington Riverfront
Speaker: John Harrod, Manager, DuPont
Environmental Education Center
Sponsored by: APA Delaware and DAPA
Please RSVP to David Bird:
birdncplanner@yahoo.com
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Planning a High School, continued from Page 1
Ann Marie Townshend, AICP, is the Planning Director
for the City of Dover. Townshend shed some light on
how the development began. She also described how the
City’s Planning and Inspections Department was able to
work with the Capital School District, the Wilmington
based EDiS construction company, and other Delaware
agencies, while remaining objective and keeping safety
and sustainability priorities at the forefront. According to
Townshend, an urban planner’s goal should not change if
the development project is a school, as opposed to a
commercial or residential development. Just like any
other project, schools must meet the land use regulations
and building codes. Yet, the difference may lie in the fact
that walkability and connectivity become higher
priorities for students, especially those who walk or bike
to school.
Every “senator” has its day, and Dover High’s was in the
making for a long time. The current high school is an ode
to the 1960s. Townshend made it clear that due to the
fact that the building was “functionally obsolete” and the
Dover High School community had certainly outgrown
the facility, school and city officials were left with no
other choice but to start anew. The Preliminary Land Use
Service, or PLUS, for the high school began in August of
2010.
The current Dover High School is located on Patrick
Lynn Drive. The new facility will be located on Forest
Avenue (Route 8), situated east of Mifflin Road at the
western edge of the city limits. The location at the
periphery of the city was necessary due to the large size
of the proposed school and the amount of land needed.
According to the Delaware State News, the new school
has a price tag of $114 million1. The PLUS application
detailed that the high school would span to 235,000 sq.
ft., sitting on 102 acres.
The public controversy started nearly as fast as the site
plan was drawn. Throughout the PLUS process,
Townshend believed that quality of life issues should
have been addressed with more vigor. The major
problems in the plan involved pedestrian walkways, bike

lanes, interconnections to adjacent neighborhoods, and
how the flow of it all would be controlled. In particular,
communication between agencies, the school district,
and the developer was murky. Townsend recalled,
“Different agencies have different objectives. We went
head to head with DelDOT about traffic signals”. Bike
lanes are currently located on Route 8 and additional
bike lanes will be added towards the south of the site in
the future. In spite of this good news for bikers,
Townshend expressed her concerns that Route 8 has a
posted speed limit of 50, which is high for bicycle
safety. Due to the fact that the project will be placed on
the outskirts of the city and adjacent to residential
developments, the infrastructure needed to be improved.
So, what was the key to success in this situation?
According to Townshend, it was compromise.
Though Townshend acknowledged the communication
difficulties between multiple public agencies and the
Capital School District, she applauded DelDOT for
making the difference in the end. Although DelDOT
requirements and other transportation issues caused
much of the controversy, Townshend viewed DelDOT
as the agency that really stood with the City. The
department made additional funds available so that the
project would be possible. Regarding connectivity,
DelDOT compromised by promoting the use of the
“HAWK” signal. This high-intensity crosswalk signal
is only activated by a pedestrian who presses a button on
the device, which will then force traffic to stop so that
pedestrians can safely cross to and from the school.2
In addition, the Planning and Inspections Department
has worked closely with the Capital School District, as
they have done on a number of past projects. Yet, the
Dover High project is a unique opportunity. Townshend
recalled,
“[Capital School District] has done renovations
to Booker T. Washington Elementary and William
Henry Middle School, but because of the scale, we must
make sure that everything happens correctly. If we don’t
do it right, it will have effects that extend beyond the
school…”
Continued on Page 6
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Planning a High School, continued from Page 5
Townshend defined her role by saying, “You need to help the school serve the community.” She advised that
city planners focus on how decisions will affect the resident’s daily lives, as opposed to focusing solely on the
technical aspects of a project.
The community can ultimately be the city planner’s most visible boss, loudest supporter, and biggest critic
simultaneously. When asked how she and the Department established trust between themselves and the
community, Townshend replied, “It comes down to transparency, accessibility, and trying to implement code
requirements, but keeping it clear and concise.” Coordination, communication, and compromise were critical,
but Townshend notes that there will always be nonnegotiable items. City planners must recognize the difference
between the two. In the end, as Townshend continued to reflect, “It’s a long, stressful process, but because we
have put so much energy and effort into this development…I think it’s going to be something that we’re all
proud of”.
About the Author: Nicole Seymour is a graduate student at the University of Delaware studying for her Master’s in Public
Administration. She works on planning projects through her graduate assistantship with the Institute for Public Administration.
Note: Ann Marie Townshend, AICP, is the Vice President / President Elect of APA Delaware
1.

Christ Flood, “Change May Hold up New Dover High’s Opening,” Delaware State News, October 24, 2013, http://
delaware.newszap.com/centraldelaware/125194-70/changes-may-hold-up-new-dover-highs-opening.
2
Department of Transportation, “DelDOT Prepares to Premier New Type of Traffic Signal, http://deldot.gov/public.ejs?
command=PublicNewsDisplay&id= 3762&month=8&year=2010.

Upcoming APA Delaware Events
Date / Time
October 28 and 29, 2014

Event
Delaware / Maryland APA Regional Conference: Planning for Healthy
and Sustainable Places (many CMs, to be determined)
Embassy Suites Hotel, Newark, DE
See Conference Flier and DRAFT Schedule of Sessions pages 12-13

Upcoming National/Regional CM-Qualified Web Events
July 11, 2014
1:00—2:30pm
July 18, 2014
1:00—2:30pm
July 25, 2014
1:00—2:30pm
August 8, 2014
1:00—2:30 pm
August 22, 2014
1:00—2:30pm

Current Perspectives on Inclusionary and Affordable Housing
Northern New England Chapter (Law CM Pending)
Land Use and Climate Change: 20 Years After Lucas
Illinois Chapter and Planning and Law Division (Law CM Pending)
Advancing Sustainable Communities in Metro Boston: A Review of
Key Planning Initiatives
Northern New England Chapter (CM Pending)
Participant Experience Design: New Communication Strategies to
Make Public Engagement More Effective
Colorado Chapter (CM Pending)
Youth Engagement and Community Leaders
Private Practice Division (CM Pending)

Upcoming National/Regional CM-Qualified Web events are found at www.utah-apa.org/webcasts
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Delaware’s Newest AICP, continued from Page 3
When I received notice about the test preparation session being offered by the National Capital Chapter, I let Josh
know. We attended the preparation session presented by Houseal Lavigne Associates together last September at
Catholic University in Washington DC. Josh felt his attendance at the preparation session (with the partial
financial support of the chapter) was key to his success in passing the test the first time. The session reviewed
some specifics of planning practice, but was most valuable for bringing a national perspective, a process for
interpreting vague questions and basic guidance on time management while taking the test (It had been a long
time since I took the AICP exam so I think I learned as much as Josh that day.)
We talked about his experience since taking and passing the test. Since becoming certified, he feels he has
become more confident in his abilities as a planner; not just as a transportation planner. Becoming certified
established a standard for him; to maintain the professionalism he exhibits in his day-to-day responsibilities.
Beyond that, it has inspired him to more professional pursuits. Josh was accepted into the inaugural Leadership
Academy, a diverse group of DelDOT staff members that receive in-house training in management and the
activities of the department. It is the Department’s investment in creating future professionals in the field to lead
DelDOT. It seems Josh’s investment in himself to become a certified planner has led to other opportunities for
advancement.

A Message from the Newsletter Editor
By: David L. Edgell, AICP
I hope you are enjoying the summer edition of Delaware Planner. I’m very pleased that in this issue we have
some excellent articles submitted by Mary Ellen Gray, AICP, Nicole Seymour and Jim Galvin, AICP in
addition to some of our regular columns from our President Bill Swiatek, AICP and our APA Board
Representative Rodger Lentz, AICP. I would like to thank all of them for contributing to the newsletter and
sharing their expertise and information with our readers.

Even though the ink is not dry yet on this edition, I’m already thinking about the Fall 2014 edition of Delaware
Planner. Please consider submitting an article about an important planning project or a topic that you are an
expert in. News items and announcements are welcome, too. The deadline for the fall edition is September
15th. You can email me at david.edgell@state.de.us or give me a call at (302) 739-3090 to discuss your ideas
or send me articles. I look forward to hearing from you.
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Kent Stormwater, continued from Page 1
Also, HOAs often lack the expertise necessary to
properly care for the subdivision’s stormwater
infrastructure.
Background
A perfect storm, if you will, occurred a couple of
years back in Kent County when the Levy Court
Commissioners were approached by a group of
homeowners known as Homeowners Associations
Resolving Problems (HARP) and asked for assistance
with Stormwater Management systems. At the same
time, the Kent Conservation District (KCD) and Kent
County (County) staff, spurred on by Governor
Minner’s 2005 Task Force on Surface Water
Management report, had been periodically
collaborating on how best to implement one of the
report’s recommendations - the establishment of a
stormwater utility at the local level in order to better
manage stormwater. So, when Kent County staff
were asked to look into this effort by the Levy Court
Commissioners, they were able to hit the ground
running. In short order Kent County, in partnership
with the Kent Conservation District, was able to
secure grant funding from the Delaware Department
of Natural Resources and Environmental Control that
evaluated the stormwater structures in Kent County
and established baseline maintenance costs. The
information from the study, and collaboration
between Kent County Public Works, Finance,
Planning, Kent Conservation District, and the
consulting engineer, David Athey of Duffield
Associates (Duffield) (who is now with URS) was
key to this efforts success.
While the County, KCD, and Duffield were working
in the background, numerous public meetings were
held throughout this process to engage the public, get
public input, as well as garner feedback and direction
from the Levy Court Commissioners. Members of
HARP also attended these meetings and additional
meetings were held separately with them as well. In
addition, County Planning staff (Staff) asked
members of the public to sign in at these public
meetings with their respective Homeowner
Associations (HOA) and share contact information
including email addresses. Staff compiled the contact
information into a contact list for future meetings and

HOA related information. In addition, HOA officers
are listed on our HOA website http://
www.co.kent.de.us/planning-dept/planning/
homeowners-association.aspx.
These numerous
meetings and dialogue engaged the public, lent an
openness and transparency to the process and made
for a better ordinance and program.
Ordinance overview
The Stormwater Maintenance District (SWMD)
ordinance was adopted in March of this year. (The
Delaware General Assembly approved legislation last
spring to enable stormwater management districts in
Kent County). The SWMD enables Kent County to
take over certain maintenance responsibilities for
stormwater infrastructure1 in residential and
commercial developments.
A SWMD may be
established for existing residential, mixed use
(residential and nonresidential) subdivisions and nonresidential land developments.
For existing
developments and all nonresidential development, the
establishment of the SWMD is voluntary. For
residential developments approved after the effective
date of the ordinance, inclusion into the SWMD is
automatic.
Maintenance
Minor and major maintenance is the standard service
provided in the SWMD. Minor maintenance includes
activities which typically occur annually or every two
or three years such as removal of accumulated
sediments, clearing of obstructions from inlet pipes or
outlet structures, stabilization of low flow channels,
resetting of rip rap, and repair of eroded banks.
Major maintenance includes renovations such as
replacement of outlet structures and pipes, rebuilding
of inlet pipes and aprons, repair of embankments, and
in extreme cases, complete rehabilitation or retrofit.
Routine maintenance is optional and is a separate fee.
Routine maintenance includes grass cutting,
vegetative management, control of invasive species,
and trash removal.
Fees - Residential
KCD will perform the maintenance work and/or
oversee contractors under agreement with the County.
Continued on Page 9
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Kent Stormwater, continued from Page 8
The standard service fee is $28.00 per year per lot.
The routine maintenance fee is additional and is based
on such factors including square footage or acreage,
and the number of times the area is cut in a year.
In order to get a baseline to establish this fee, an
analysis was performed of the 293 residential
stormwater management structures in the KCD
database that are located in the unincorporated
portions of Kent County. These are located within
147 subdivisions that contain over 15,000 homes.
Using the publication Costs of Stormwater
Management Practices in Maryland Counties,
published by the University of Maryland Center for
Environmental Science, it was found that on average,
$750 is needed per structure per year for minor and
major maintenance. Once administrative costs, plus a
small set aside for related drainage projects, the
residential fee has initially been established at $28.00
per lot per year. This fee will be part of the County
Levy Court budget and will be established annually
with the benefit of public input (as with all budget
items).
Fees – Commercial
Commercial locations will be assessed on an
equivalent residential unit (ERU) basis. One ERU is
3,500 square feet and represents the average amount of
imperviousness (rooftops plus driveways and
sidewalks) on lots within the Growth Zone.
Commercial locations with impervious area at or
below 33 ERUs or 115,500 square feet will pay a flat
fee of $1,087.50 per year or $90.65 per month.
Locations with impervious area above 33 ERUs or
115,500 square feet will pay $34.80 per ERU per year
or $2.90 per ERU per month.
SWMD Formation
The formation of a SWMD is modeled after the
County’s Trash and Light District formation process.
In order for an existing residential subdivision to join
the SWMD:


The development must be substantially complete
and the Kent County Conservation District has
provided final approval of construction. An
unfinished subdivision can join, billing won’t start










until KCD signs off on the infrastructure.
A petition containing the signatures of a majority
(51%) of property owners in the development must
be made to Levy Court.
Upon verification of a valid petition by Kent County
Planning Services, the Kent Conservation District
assesses the Stormwater Infrastructure of the
development/community and compiles a report
describing any required repairs to bring it up to
standard and anticipated maintenance as well as
drafts a maintenance and operation plan.
Should the Routine Maintenance option be selected,
cost estimates will also be compiled.
Any required repairs to the Stormwater Infrastructure
shall be completed by the property owners prior to
the creation of the Stormwater District.
Alternatively, the property owners may petition the
County to complete the repairs and have the cost
apportioned to the property owners for payment on an
annual basis.
A public hearing is set at Levy Court with the
requisite public notices. At the public hearing, the
Levy Court takes testimony and votes to accept,
reject, table or modify the “Resolution For
Stormwater District Formation”. If Levy Court votes
in favor of the formation of the Stormwater District,
the Resolution will be signed by the President of
Levy Court and the SWMD is formed and the
effective date of service is set.

For new residential and mixed use (residential and
nonresidential) subdivision applications, inclusion within
the SWMD shall be automatic as a condition of
preliminary approval and shall be memorialized on the
Final and/or Record Plan.
Billing
The stormwater maintenance service is billed once a year
on the annual County Tax Billing for each property.
Conclusion
From a Planner’s perspective there are two lessons
learned from this project – be ready, and keep it simple
(if you can). Building a stormwater management
program at the County has been a desired endeavor since
the 2005
Continued on Page 10
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Kent Stormwater, continued from Page 9

APA Delaware Reaches National
Audience with Bike / Ped Webinar

Surface Water Task Force published it as a
recommendation. Since then, County and KCD have
been collaborating on the possibility of building a
stormwater management program. When the window of
opportunity presented itself from the HARP folks, staff
was ready to move forward and was able to do so in an
expeditious manner.
The second lesson, keep the program simple. The
administrative component of the SWMD program is
modeled after two tried and true County programs: the
Trash and Light Districts. These two programs have
been around for a while in the County and from an
administrative standpoint, the kinks have been worked
out long ago so it made sense to use these programs as
our starting point. We also tried to keep both the
language utilized in the legislation enabling the
stormwater districts and the ordinance as simple and
spare as possible. Developing any program with public
and Commissioner input is a bit like making sausage,
with a recipe that gets inevitably overlaid with a lot of
flavors so to speak. Since our starting point was one of
simplicity the resulting language stayed true to the
essence of the program and was still somewhat
understandable in the end.
Further Information
Additional information including the Ordinance, fact
sheets and handouts, can be found at the County’s
Stormwater Management District website: http://
www.co.kent.de.us/planning-dept/planning/stormwatermanagement-district-program.aspx.
____
1
Stormwater Infrastructure includes stormwater
collection, conveyance and management structures
shown on the approved plans for the development or
community, and located outside of the state maintained
right-of-way.
About the Author: Mary Ellen Gray, AICP, is the Assistant
Director of Planning for Kent County.

On April 4, 2014 APA Delaware produced a webinar for the
Chapter Consortium webinar series. These webinars are
available, for free, nationwide through the APA Utah website.
Our webinar was titled “Promoting Active Communities
Through Pedestrian and Bicycle Planning. Speakers included
Bill Swiatek, AICP, Gary Norris, AICP; Jeff Reigner, AICP,
Ann Marie Townshend, AICP, Rich Vetter, AICP, and it was
moderated by Jim Galvin, AICP, our chapter PDO. At the end
of the webcast there were 447 ratings on the website, so we
know that there were well over 500 people listening to our
speakers discuss bicycle and pedestrian planning in Delaware in
addition to the 20 chapter members in attendance. If you
missed the webcast, it can be viewed on YouTube at http://
youtu.be/nZ-49jcT-1Y.
Above and below are photos of our speakers (Jeff dialed in
remotely) as well as our technical guru, Peter Von Glahn and
Bill Brockenbrough, Chair of the Meetings and Events
Committee.
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Paul Farmer, FAICP, APA Chief
Executive Officer Since 2001,
Will Leave His Position in Mid-2014
Paul Farmer, FAICP,
Chief Executive Officer
of the American
Planning Association
and its professional
institute, the American
Institute of Certified
Planners, announced his
plan to leave his position
in July.
Farmer, a Fellow of the
American Institute of Certified Planners and an
Honorary Member of both the American Society of
Landscape Architects and the Royal Town Planning
Institute in the United Kingdom, served in senior
management positions for 20 years in Eugene,
Oregon; Minneapolis; and Pittsburgh before joining
APA. He also held faculty positions at several
universities.
"Paul Farmer's tireless efforts and dedication have led
APA in its growth, education, membership, and
impact for almost 13 years, and APA today is a far
more effective organization. Paul is a forceful, forward
-thinking advocate for our profession and the
importance of planning to improve our communities
for all people, regardless of their economic standing,"
said APA President William Anderson, FAICP.

members on key issues that we address for people and
communities."

The American Planning Association
Board Selects James M. Drinan, J.D.,
as New Executive Director
The Board of Directors of The American Planning
Association (APA) has selected James M. Drinan, J.D.,
as the new Executive Director of APA and the
American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP), the
association's professional institute, effective July 1,
2014
"On behalf of the APA Board, it is my pleasure to
announce the selection of Jim Drinan," stated William
Anderson, FAICP, and APA President. "The Board
sought input from leadership across APA as well as
staff regarding the type of executive needed to take
APA into the future. In Jim, the Board found an
organizational leader with a strong collaborative spirit
and proven success in association development and
management. Additionally, he has extensive legal and
governmental experience, much of which has been with
professional and government health organizations. Jim
has demonstrated success over his career in advocating
for public policy, providing excellent membership
services, supporting professional development,
cultivating partnerships, and effectively building and
managing nonprofit foundations”

Farmer and his wife will continue to live in downtown
Chicago. The APA Board has asked that he remain as
an advisor to APA for a period of time. He will
continue to be involved professionally in the planning
profession.
Commenting on the news, Farmer said, "I was lucky
enough to discover this profession in high school and
my three careers have all been in planning — teaching
for almost 10 years, practicing for 20 and, ultimately,
having the privilege of leading APA. It's been
incredibly gratifying to work with our dedicated
leadership, our terrific staff, and our committed

Incoming Executive Director
James Drinan
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This is the DRAFT conference schedule as of June 26, 2014. Please check our website
www.delawareapa.org regularly for updates and more information about the conference.

